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NOTBS 177 

home in Greek (Pabroni) before he was twelve years old, had in 
mind the battle of Cunaxa when he wrote the above is of course an 
open question; the two passages are certainly similar and both are 
poetic. 

Samuel E. Bassett 
University ot Vermont 

ON TESTING UNGUENTS 

In the house of the Vettii at Pompeii, there are several charming 
paintings of Cupids and Psyches engaged in work and play. At the 
left of one of them, which is illustrated in Mau-Kelsey, Pompeii, Its 
Life and Art (second edition), p. 332, is depicted a seated Psyche 
who is holding the back of her wrist to her nose. On either side 
stands a Cupid facing her. Sogliano, Monumenti Antichi, VIII, 352- 
354, regards the Psyche as a patient and the Cupids as physicians. 

In the Roman section of the Mittheilungen, XV, 138-141, Mau 
takes issue with this interpretation and easily convinces the reader 
that the scene is a logical part of the entire picture, which represents 
the manufacture and sale of oil. The Psyche is a purchaser and is 
holding some perfumed oil on the back of her hand to test it. 

Literary confirmation of Man's views is to be found in Pliny's 
Natural History 13.20, from which we learn that it was the custom 
to test unguents on the back of the hand because of the greater heat 
of the palm. The Latin runs as follows : Experimentum eorum (un- 
guentorum) inversa manu capitur, ne carnosae partis calor vitiet. 

Further corroboration is provided by a passage from Theophras- 
tus, De Odoribus, 53 : "However there is one question which applies 
to all perfumes, namely, why it is that they appear to be sweetest 
when the scent comes from the wrist; so that perfumers apply the 
scent to this part" (Hort's translation). 

Eugene S. McCartney 
University op Michigan 



